Miscellaneous Examples of Marriages Part 1
“For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.” (Romans 15:4 KJV)

In this series of messages we will go through further marriages that had been mentioned in the Scriptures, so we will learn from them and we will have hope and receive teaching, assurance, and comfort. 

I. The marriages of the Israelites to the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and the Jebusites at the time of the Judges: “1 Now these are the nations which the Lord left, to prove Israel by them, even as many of Israel as had not known all the wars of Canaan; 2 Only that the generations of the children of Israel might know, to teach them war, at the least such as before knew nothing thereof; 3 Namely, five lords of the Philistines, and all the Canaanites, and the Sidonians, and the Hivites that dwelt in mount Lebanon, from mount Baalhermon unto the entering in of Hamath. 4 And they were to prove Israel by them, to know whether they would hearken unto the commandments of the Lord, which he commanded their fathers by the hand of Moses. 5 And the children of Israel dwelt among the Canaanites, Hittites, and Amorites, and Perizzites, and Hivites, and Jebusites: 6 And they took their daughters to be their wives, and gave their daughters to their sons, and served their gods. 7 And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord, and forgat the Lord their God, and served Baalim and the groves. 8 Therefore the anger of the Lord was hot against Israel, and he sold them into the hand of Chushanrishathaim king of Mesopotamia: and the children of Israel served Chushanrishathaim eight years. 9 And when the children of Israel cried unto the Lord, the Lord raised up a deliverer to the children of Israel, who delivered them, even Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother.” (Judges 3:1-9 KJV) After the death of Joshua who brought the Israelites into the Promised Land, certain nations were still left in the land and for certain purposes: 

1. To prove Israel by them, and to see if they were willing to go for war and possess the Promised Land.

2. To teach and to train the generation that did not know war and has no experience in war. 

3. To prove to the Israelites whether they would listen to the commandments of the Lord, which He commanded their fathers by the hand of Moses.

The nations who were left; the five lords of the Philistines, all the Canaanites, the Sidonians, the Hivites, and so the Israelites dwelt among the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and the Jebusites. What God was expecting from His people as they were aware of His Word, that they will separate themselves from them, that they will be ready to take the challenge and fight against them and drive them out from their lands. 
But what had happened was the opposite. The Israelites dwelt among them, they compromised, they tolerated them, they intermarried with them, they took their daughters to be their wives and gave their daughters to their sons, and they served their gods and idols. The children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord, they forgot the Lord their God and served Baalim and the groves. Godly marriages will bring the blessings of God into the people of God, but intermarrying with non-believers will bring the anger of God and His wrath on those who do such evil. In marrying non-believers, the children of Israel were serving their idols and gods. Such things will bring the anger of the Lord over their lives, as had happened to the Israelites: “8 Therefore the anger of the Lord was hot against Israel, and he sold them into the hand of Chushanrishathaim king of Mesopotamia: and the children of Israel served Chushanrishathaim eight years.” (Judges 3:8 KJV) * Those who will be marrying non-believers will bring God’s wrath into their lives and God will bring them under slavery power that will bring them into humiliation and pain to make them realize what evil they did when they sold the Lord our God for their idols in marrying with non-believers. * Therefore take heed of the message and never think to get involve in marriage with a non believer person. 

II. The marriage of the daughter of Sheshan: “3 The sons of Judah; Er, and Onan, and Shelah: which three were born unto him of the daughter of Shua the Canaanitess. And Er, the firstborn of Judah, was evil in the sight of the LORD; and he slew him. 4 And Tamar his daughter in law bare him Pharez and Zerah. All the sons of Judah were five.  5 The sons of Pharez; Hezron, and Hamul.9 The sons also of Hezron, that were born unto him; Jerahmeel, and Ram, and Chelubai. 26 Jerahmeel had also another wife, whose name was Atarah; she was the mother of Onam. 27 And the sons of Ram the firstborn of Jerahmeel were, Maaz, and Jamin, and Eker.  28 And the sons of Onam were, Shammai, and Jada. And the sons of Shammai; Nadab, and Abishur. 30 And the sons of Nadab; Seled, and Appaim: but Seled died without children. 31 And the sons of Appaim; Ishi. And the sons of Ishi; Sheshan. And the children of Sheshan; Ahlai. 34 Now Sheshan had no sons, but daughters. And Sheshan had a servant, an Egyptian, whose name was Jarha. 35 And Sheshan gave his daughter to Jarha his servant to wife; and she bare him Attai. 36 And Attai begat Nathan, and Nathan begat Zabad, 37 And Zabad begat Ephlal, and Ephlal begat Obed, 38 And Obed begat Jehu, and Jehu begat Azariah, 39 And Azariah begat Helez, and Helez begat Eleasah, 40 And Eleasah begat Sisamai, and Sisamai begat Shallum, 41 And Shallum begat Jekamiah, and Jekamiah begat Elishama.” (1 Chronicles 2:3-5, 9, 26-28, 30-31, 34-35, 36-41 KJV)  

“And Sheshan gave his daughter to Jarha his servant to wife; and she bare him Attai.” (1 Chronicles 2:35 KJV)
If the marriage of Jarha is mentioned to God’s praise, we must suppose that this Egyptian was a proselyte to the Jewish religion and that he was very eminent for wisdom and virtue, otherwise it would not have become a true-born Israelite like Sheshan to give his daughter to him. 

If the Egyptian become a convert, and become a servant, in such a situation neither his parents nor his job as a servant should be a block to him to be preferred for marriage. Such a woman who married that Egyptian might live as happy with him as if she had married one of the rulers of her tribe. 

Usually, people prefer to marry from the same ethnic group for convenience. But certain times God would lead to marry from another nation and another background, in such a situation, the person should accept to be led by the Holy Spirit into such direction of life. Born again disciples, the Lord may lead them to marry a partner from another ethnic group.
III. The marriage of Manasseh from the Aramitess: “14 The sons of Manasseh; Ashriel, whom she bare: (but his concubine the Aramitess bare Machir the father of Gilead.” (1 Chronicles 7:14 KJV) Manasseh the father married a Syrian, Aramitess woman. This marriage was during their bondage in Egypt, so early did they begin to mingle with other non-believer nations. Machir was the outcome of that marriage.
IV. The marriage of Machir from Benjamites girl: “15 And Machir took to wife the sister of Huppim and Shuppim, whose sister's name was Maachah;) and the name of the second was Zelophehad: and Zelophehad had daughters.” (1 Chronicles 7:15 KJV) Machir, the son of that marriage of Manasseh with Aramitess the concubine, perhaps seeing the inconvenience of it in his father’s house in marrying non-Israelites, took a daughter of Benjamin as a wife, and the sister of Huppim and Shuppim; this is the genealogy of his wife, “6 The sons of Benjamin; Bela, and Becher, and Jediael, three. 7 And the sons of Bela; Ezbon, and Uzzi, and Uzziel, and Jerimoth, and Iri, five; heads of the house of their fathers, mighty men of valour; and were reckoned by their genealogies twenty and two thousand and thirty and four. 8 And the sons of Becher; Zemira, and Joash, and Eliezer, and Elioenai, and Omri, and Jerimoth, and Abiah, and Anathoth, and Alameth. All these are the sons of Becher. 9 And the number of them, after their genealogy by their generations, heads of the house of their fathers, mighty men of valour, was twenty thousand and two hundred. 10 The sons also of Jediael; Bilhan: and the sons of Bilhan; Jeush, and Benjamin, and Ehud, and Chenaanah, and Zethan, and Tharshish, and Ahishahar. 11 All these the sons of Jediael, by the heads of their fathers, mighty men of valour, were seventeen thousand and two hundred soldiers, fit to go out for war and battle. 12 Shuppim also, and Huppim, the children of Ir, and Hushim, the sons of Aher.” (1 Chronicles 7:6-12 KJV) 
V. The marriage of the daughters of Eleazar who married their cousins the sons of Kish: “21 The sons of Merari; Mahli, and Mushi. The sons of Mahli; Eleazar, and Kish. 22 And Eleazar died, and had no sons, but daughters: and their brethren the sons of Kish took them.” (1 Chronicles 23:21-22 KJV) This is a family of Levites, the father Eleazar died and he had no son, so what he had inherited will go to his daughters. Therefore they decided to marry their cousins; the son of Kish, so what they will be inheriting from their father will not go to another tribe upon their marriage with men from other tribes. This story is similar to the marriage of the daughters of Zelophehad who married their cousins. 

Now regarding marrying from cousins, the Scriptures in the Bible allow it to happen. Certain cultures allow it to happen, but other cultures prohibiting that because they consider the cousins as siblings. My opinion is that the culture that considers them cousins and approves their marriage is correct because it is Biblical, while the other culture that considers them as siblings and prohibits their marriage is correct because they are siblings in the culture sight unless the Holy Spirit is leading to such marriages for His glory alone.
VI. The marriage of the priest, which took a wife of the daughters of Barzillai the Gileadite, and was called after their name: “61 And of the children of the priests: the children of Habaiah, the children of Koz, the children of Barzillai; which took a wife of the daughters of Barzillai the Gileadite, and was called after their name: 62 These sought their register among those that were reckoned by genealogy, but they were not found: therefore were they, as polluted, put from the priesthood. 63 And the Tirshatha said unto them, that they should not eat of the most holy things, till there stood up a priest with Urim and with Thummim.” (Ezra 2:61-63 KJV)
After the period of the exiles, when the people of God came back to the Promised Land, some priests could not prove themselves priests. Truly, they were of the seed of Aaron but they could not prove themselves priests. How they lost their identity? One of their ancestors married a daughter of Barzillai, that great man whom we read about in David’s time. That ancestor priest of them he gloried in an alliance to that honorable family of Barzillai, and put aside the dignity of the priesthood, and allowed his children to be called after Barzillai’s family. Therefore, their pedigree was preserved in the registers of that house, not of the house of Aaron, and so they lost their identity as priests. 

In Babylon, during the exile period, there was nothing to be got by the priesthood, and therefore they cared not for being akin to it. * Those who think their ministry or their ministry office is something of no value, and despise it in getting married out of the will of God, are in error. At certain times people enticed, got attracted, and delight to marry someone but on the account of the ministry and the service of God that the Lord had entrusted to that person with. * In the beginning, it might seem correct, but later on, God will prove the error of such a wrong decision. God is always watching to fulfill His Word. 

Those children of Habaiah, the children of Koz, the children of Barzillai; which took a wife of the daughters of Barzillai the Gileadite, what they lost with it? They could not be taken as priests when they could not produce their proofs, but they were, considered as polluted, and they were put away from the priesthood. Now after the exiles when the priests had recovered their rights and had the altar to live upon again, they would gladly be taken as priests, but they had sold their birthright for the honor of being gentlemen, and therefore were justly degraded, and forbidden to eat of the most holy things. 

The Word of God tells us that Christ will be ashamed of those that are ashamed of Him and His service. It was the tirshatha, the governor, either Zerubbabel or Nehemiah that excluded those from the priest’s office, and prohibited them from eating from the holy things. 
My Dear and Beloved: We need to understand those wrong choices of marriages based on wrong motive or some beneficiary things, even if it is allowed by circumstances, the time will come and God will expose the wrong motive of that marriage, and the losses from forfeiting the will of God in marrying a wrong partner. 
We need to go along the Scriptures and find out what is the will of God in marriage and make choices that go with the Word of God and His will so we can please Him and go in the direction of the good plan that He has for each and every one of us. Refrain from marrying with non believers and refrain from making choices of marriage that will hinder and harm your ministry and service unto God. 
Come now to God in repentance and live the rest of your life on earth in obedience to God and to His Word and command. Take seriously the warning that God sent you through this message and repent early and amend your ways so things will go well with you and you will receive the mercy of God in your life. God is calling you once again to come back to Him and to start to serve Him, therefore be diligent to respond to Him. 
Let us pray … .  
My Prayer: Father God, I come before you in the name of Jesus, who died on the cross for my sins and rose from the dead to give me eternal life. Lord, thank you for your Word, the teaching, the warning and all the corrections and the admonishments that I receive in this message. 
Come now to God and confess and renounce all your sins. Confess and renounce marrying with non believers and marrying with wrong motive to get material things and you had forsaken the service and the ministry of God. Confess and renounce your worldliness, and your love for material things. Confess and renounce doing your own will and not the will nor the plan of God, and especially in pertain to marriage. Confess and renounce your bad example, making wrong choices, and your bad stewardship in wasting the resources that God gave you in a sinful life and on your idols. Confess and renounce your yoke with non believers, friends, and the Media. Confess and renounce your non willingness to serve God and suffer for Him. Lord forgive me, I repent of the following sins ___________________________.

Lord I commit myself to amend my ways and correct the wrongs that I did in the past. Lord I am coming back to you with willingness to serve you and do your work and your will. Lord uphold me with your grace and provide for me so I will continue to serve you. 

Lord thank you for my Brothers and Sisters who repented of their sins and came back to you. Lord restore them to the ministry and use their service to reach others with the gospel of Jesus. Lord use their lives as a good testimony for others to follow you. 
Lord, bless us as your church. and help us to continue to teach your Word and implement the sound teaching and prepare people for Godly marriages. Lord we pray for more Godly marriages and families that you will form in our church. Lord we ask you to refill us with the Holy Spirit and give us the spiritual gifts that we need in order to go on and evangelize, and make new disciples and train new workers to go and plant more Bible studies and congregations for the church. Lord we pray for more people to get water baptized and receive the Holy Spirit baptism. Lord fulfill the vision of the church, ‘Multiplication in peace with implementing the whole will of God.’ Lord take the message and spread it to reach all the members, workers, congregations, the families of the church, and others who need your Word. Lord bless us, enlarge our territory, let your hand be with us and free us from harm so that we will not feel pain. May the grace of the Lord Jesus and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all in Jesus name, Amen.
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